

6TH GRADE FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS FOR PARENTS

	QUESTION
	ANSWER

	[bookmark: _GoBack]What are some terms to know? 
	Powerschools/HomeBase:  Is NC’s suite of digital classroom management tools and instructional resources for teachers, students, parents, and administrators.  Teachers use HomeBase to access student data as well as teaching and learning resources to help students.  Students can access their assignments, grades, and learning activities.  Parents can view their children’s attendance and grades, and administrators can monitor data about students and teachers in their schools.

Canvas: is a Learning Management System which may be used to deliver course content or communication with students.

	How do I find out information about Martin?
	The best way to find out information is the school website: wcpss.net/martinms

	How much involvement and help should parents give their children on homework?
	As little as possible.  Let students work on their own because homework needs to be 100% of your child’s work so teachers can know areas of weakness.  Allow for breaks during homework.  Students get credit for trying and completion.

	Is there a directory for 6th grade parents?
	PTA publishes a parent directory for those who want to participate.  PTA also has a website that is linked on the Martin homepage.

	What social events are scheduled for parents?
	The school does not have planned social events for parents.  PTA is the best source for interacting with other parents.  Student events include dances, athletic events, and other events as noted on the MMS website calendar.

	How often should Parents/Students check their Homebase/Powerschools accounts?
	· Powerschools is extremely important.  You can check this site daily for updates on grades. 
·  Allow teachers time to grade assignments/projects and then post.  Grades are usually updated weekly.  
· Have your child explain what the assignments are in PS.  
· Encourage your child to speak with his/her teacher and ask questions first.  Email teachers if you still have questions.

	What do the codes mean in Powerschools?
	· NHI – Not Handed In
· RUF – Rounded Up From
· MUN – Make Up Needed

	What if an assignment is listed but no grade?
	The teacher may have not graded the assignment yet.  

	Choosing Electives…how does that work?
	8th grade students get first pick on electives, then 7th grade, then 6th grade.  Selections are based on what students sign up for in powerschools.

	My child put in a request to change their elective, but it was denied, why?
	Majority of times, students are denied because they signed up for the elective they are trying to change out of.  We do not change electives in these situations.  We build the schedule based on what students want to take (their selections in PS).  Other reasons may include: Class is at capacity, class is not offered during time of your child’s elective.

	How does the activity bus work?
	More information will be coming about this.  Check our Martin website to see when the activity bus will start running. 

	How do I learn about clubs or after school activities?
	Club sponsors make announcements on the school MMS news, which students watch in their classroom.  Club information is also posted on our school website.  

	What is the charge for attending games?
	$5 for students and adults.  Season passes can be purchased from the Big Red Booster Program (see PTA for more info)

	What is the time frame of football games?
	Games generally begin at 4:00pm and last until 5:00-5:30pm.

	When is the first quarter over?
	Posted on MMS website and on the traditional Wake County School Calendar.  Quarter end dates and report card dates are listed on this calendar.  First quarter ends on October 28th.

	Can students go to the Media Center before/after school to do homework?
	Not usually open to students after school.  It is open to students before the start of 1st period (7am-7:25am).

	How do tardies work?
	Students are counted tardy if they are late to class.  They will serve lunch detention the next day.

	Can students talk across teams during lunch?
	Each team is assigned a row of tables.  Students may not wonder around the cafeteria to socialize with other teams.  Students can earn free seating days where teams/students can mix and mingle.  Mr. Kimbro communicates to students this special reward and how it is earned.

	How do I arrange a team conference?
	Teachers meet as a team, so if you would like a parent/teacher conference, email your team leader and they can arrange that.
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